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Oedipus The King
1. (11-13, 60-64) What is the problem in Thebes as the play opens?  What is Oedipus’ attitude toward his people?

2. (95-107) What does Apollo say will solve the problem?

3. (246-251, 259-264) What is the irony of these lines?

4. In the interview between Oedipus and Teiresias, why does Teiresias at first not want to tell Oedipus what he knows?

5. (390-400) What does Oedipus boast of having done?  In what does he apparently place his confidence?

6. In this argument between Oedipus and Teiresias, what does each accuse the other of?  How do the ideas of darkness/light and blindness/sight play into their arguments against each other?

7. (583-600) What argument does Creon give to show that he would be foolish to want Oedipus’ power and therefore is not guilty of conspiracy?

8. (710-750) What information does Jocasta reveal here, and what is Oedipus’ reaction?

9. (840-846) Why is the grammatical number (singular versus plural) of the noun “robber(s)” in the herdsman’s story so important to Oedipus?

10. “If a man walks with haughtiness of hand or word and gives no heed to Justice and the shrines of gods despises – may an evil doom smite him for his ill-starred pride of heart!” (884-888) How might this explain Oedipus’ real sin?

11. (985-1017) What is ironic about the messenger from Corinth’s “good” news?

12. (1056-1085) Why does Oedipus think Jocasta does not want to hear about his origins?

13. (1145-1180) How does Oedipus get the old herdsman to answer his questions?

14. (1252-1262) What is Oedipus’ first response towards Jocasta when he finally learns the whole truth?

15. Why does Oedipus blind himself?

16. (1526-1530) What is the meaning of these lines?  How do they apply to the story in this play?  Can we draw our final conclusions about Oedipus at this point?

Oedipus At Colonus

17. (37-47) According to the stranger, on whose sacred ground is Oedipus sitting?  What is Oedipus’ reaction to the information?

18. (86-110) Why does Oedipus want to stay here?

19. (274-276, 547-548, 962-964, 983-987) What does Oedipus say about his sins?

20. When Ismene comes, what information does she give her father?

21. (426-456) What is Oedipus’ reaction to this news?

22. (631-667) What is Theseus’ response to Oedipus’ appeal for sanctuary and burial?  How would you describe Theseus’ character here?  What reward will he receive for his treatment of Oedipus?

23. (736-37, 783-86, 1292-95, 1327-33) Why do Creon and Polynices come to Oedipus?

24. (1407-1410) What request does Polynices make of his sisters?

25. (1621-24, 1646-1668) What is Oedipus’ final end?

26. How had Oedipus changed in this play?  What has he learned about himself and his past “crimes”?

Antigone

27. (25-43) What do we learn Creon has forbidden, and what is the penalty for disobedience?

28. (57-76) What three reasons does Ismene give for not wanting to help Antigone?  What is Antigone’s response?

29. (182-86, 670-78) What is Creon’s basic position throughout the play (till the end)?  What does he think is most important?

30. (45-48, 74-76, 450-470) Why does Antigone disobey Creon?  Does she think she doesn’t need to obey authority?  What does she think is most important? (remember also Polynices’ request of her in Oedipus At Colonus)

31. (904-912) How does this undermine Antigone’s position?

32. (332-375, esp 368-372) Why is this speech placed here? (this is the famous “Many are the wonders, none is more wonderful than what is man” speech of the chorus)

33. (611-615, 1157-1160 compared with 368-372, 1348-1352) Is everything blind chance according to Sophocles, or does a man’s piety affect his life?  How does this apply to the situation in the play?

34. (635-765) In what spirit does Haemon first begin reasoning with his father (cf. 683-723), and how does he change (cf. 743-765)?  Why does he change?

35. (1111-1112, 1261-69, 1271-75, 1318-22, 1339-41) What is Creon’s final assessment of his previous attitude? 
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